
POLITICS in 19th Century 

NAPOLEON AND THE 
CONGRESS of VIENNA 



NATIONALISM-remember this 
concept  

Bonds of common language, 
history, religion, culture, and 
territory. 

These feelings strengthen the 
desire for a government that 
represents the people who 
shared such bonds. 
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NAPOLEON’S EMPIRE





Napoleon’s Rise- 
A LITTLE MAN WITH A BIG PLAN 

• 1799-Napoleon seized power 
• 1802-adoption of Constitution 
• 1803-Louisiana Purchase 
• 1804-Crowned Emperor-

Napoleonic Code 
 



Napoleon’s Rise- 
A LITTLE MAN WITH A BIG PLAN 

•  1807 until 1812-Napoleon ruled continental 
Europe as Far East as Poland but never able to 
invade Great Britain. 

**1812- he invaded Russia, where he suffered his 
most costly defeat, the loss of 400,000 men. 
WHY?? 

    1814-He raised another army but lost to Britain 
and its allies. Exiled to Elba but raised another 
army and fought the British again…. 

 



Napoleon’s Fall 
A LITTLE MAN WITH A BIG PLAN 

1815-Finally He finally lost at Waterloo (in 
Belgium) in 1815. Lost to The Duke of 
Wellington 

1815-This time Napoleon was exiled for 
good—on the island of St. Helena in the 
South Atlantic where he died in 1821. 

 



 The French 
Revolution launched 
more than 25 years 
of conflict in Europe. 
Revolutionary 
France went to war 
with Britain and its 
other European 
neighbors. With the 
rise of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, the 
warfare continued.  

 



**1803 Napoleon sells the Louisiana Territory to the United 
States.  Why, he needed the MONEY! 





 Napoleon kept many of the reforms of the 
revolution, to which he added a uniform 
set of laws. These laws, called the 
Napoleonic Code, still form the basis of 
the French legal system.  

**1. Equality 
before the law 

2. Religious 
Toleration 

3. Advancement 
based on merit 



Great Britain, 
(Scotland, England, Wales, 

& N. Ireland) 

 was protected 
by its Royal 
Navy. 





   





  



  



   



BURIED at LES INVALIDES in 
NAPOLEON BONAPARTE 



**Following Napoleon's defeat, European 
leaders gathered in Vienna, Austria, to decide 
how Europe would reset its borders without 

French (Napoleon’s) control:  
called The Congress of Vienna (1814) 



Goal: create a  
“Balance of Power” 

**led by Austrian 
Prince, 
Klemens Von 
Metternich 



BACK TO 1789 

•  THIS MEANS THAT METTERNICH 
WANTED EUROPE TO GO BACK THE 
WAY IT WAS BEFORE THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTIONS-ABSOLUTE 
MONARCHIES 



too 
BECAUSE of NAPOLEON-FRANCE 



the CONFEDERATION of RHINE in the HRE  









EXCEPT NAPOLEON 



DISCONTENT with 
CONGRESS of VIENNA 

•  Italian and German States (former HRE) 
unhappy with the terms because they 
were not united. 

•  German Confederation upset because 
Prussia and Austria were too dominant. 



EUROPEAN 
REVOLUTIONS-1848 



Problems in Europe 1848 
•  The monarchs who were returned 

to power in the Congress of 
Vienna were not good, fair rulers 

• Again Absolute Rulers 
•  The people wanted their rights 

and rebelled 



The European Revolutions of 1848 
were a series of revolts in Europe. People in 
the various countries tried to take over their 
governments. 
•  Palermo, Sicily  
•  Larger French Revolution  
•  Hungarian Revolution  
•  The German states Revolted 
•  *In Ireland, the rebellions began because 

of famine conditions in their country. 



RESULTS OF REVOLUTIONS 
of 1848 

• The revolutionaries failed to 
achieve their goals and the 
conservatives won back 
control. Monarchies stayed. 

• **Failed also because the 
peasants were afraid of 
violence against them. 





UNITED KINGDOM 

•  CONTRAST TO CONTINENTAL 
EUROPE-NO REVOLUTION 

•  EXPANDED POLITICAL RIGHTS 
THROUGH LEGISLATIVE 
MEANS(PARLIAMENT) 

•  OUTLAWED SLAVERY in British 
Empire -1833 


